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Aires (it is often said that "God is everywhere, but he only holds office hours in Buenos Aires").
There was, by the beginning of the twentieth century, a journalistic, literary, and theater production in Yiddish, and hundreds of books have been published in Buenos Aires in Yiddish. Yiddish-language newspapers, Yiddish theater, concert hall performances, and Yiddish poetry and narrative all prospered until well into the twentieth century.
But Jews also began early to enter the mainstream of Argentine cultural production in Spanish, and Alicia Steimberg, a noted contemporary Jewish novelist, has said that "An Argentine
Jew is someone who says shalom in Spanish." To be sure, there was an early and abundant literary production, and Alberto Gerchunoff's sketches of rural Jewish communities in his 1910 Los gauchos judíos (The Jewish Gauchos) is now considered a founding work of an Argentine immigrant identity (many recently arrived Jews were settled in the fertile Mesopotamian area north of Buenos Aires, although their sons and certainly their grandsons made it back permanently to the port city where their forebears had first entered the country, and the rural communities are all but gone: Argentine Jews are predominantly urban). By the 1930s, Jews had made enormous inroads into the theatrical community, making the transition from Yiddish theater (which in its day was strong: Molly Picon performed in Buenos Aires) to Avenida Corrientes, the Argentine Broadway. To this day, many theater people- while the site of the Embassy-the latter relocated to a more secure site in an outlying neighborhood of the city-is now a small memorial park.) It, therefore, remains ambiguous the extent to which these bombings were the result of internal anti-Semitism and the extent to which foreign agents were responsible. The bombings are such a part of the cultural imaginary of Jewish Argentina precisely because this ambiguity remains unresolved.
Today, Jews are well integrated into the socioeconomic structures of Argentine society and they continue to play the same influential role they have for over one hundred years in the spheres of cultural production. It is this history and this current status of Jewish Buenos Aires that this seminar will explore.
Plan
The seminar will bring together 15 college and university teachers selected on a competitive basis. We will spend three weeks together in Buenos Aires, which will serve as our research lab, so to speak. We will meet four times a week for three hours in the morning on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays. On Tuesdays, the participants will meet with the Seminar Director to discuss their individual projects, which may include original research essays, curricular development, or the revision of prior research on the subject. The Director will serve to facilitate appropriate academic and intellectual contacts and access to pertinent resources. Every Thursday and Saturday we will lunch with an important intellectual or artist, which will enhance the meaning of the texts examined in the formal meetings of the seminar. These individuals will drawn from the Director's extensive contacts in the community, many of whose writings he has published. They will include the writers Ana María Shua Teater. Of course, it will also be necessary to place Buenos Aires Jewish culture in the larger social context, and we will therefore visit important institutions such as the National Library, the Museum of Modern Art, the Recoleta Arts Center, the Cervantes National Theater and the Municipal San Martín
Theater complex, the Colón Opera House, the San Telmo colonial district, the Boca district of Northern Italian immigrants, the Ecological Park, the newly renovated old port area of Puerto Madero, the Eva Perón Museum, and the city zoo (the first Munich-style, "scientific" zoo in Latin America). We will arrange one weekend to visit the former Jewish agricultural communities and the Jewish Museum in the town of Moisés Ville.
The language of the seminar will be Spanish, and applicants will be expected to have an advanced level of skills in, at least, reading and understanding the spoken language, although written materials may be generated in either Spanish or English.
The seminar will focus on the close reading of major cultural texts. We will want to examine how Jewish life in Buenos Aires (and in Argentina on a larger scale) has been interpreted, eulogized, criticized, and deconstructed by its authors, intellectuals, and artists. Rather than reading the texts as transparent "representations," we will consider them as complex documents that are not easily reducible to facile messages of hope or despair, support or disavowal, romantic sentimentality or harsh disengagement. Such readings will seek to transmit the enormous range of Jewish experience in the city and the ways that experience has overlapped with or been significantly different from that of other immigrant groups in Argentina (notably, Italians, Arabs, Spaniards, and Germans). There will be an insistence on seeing such texts as both Jewish and Argentine, always bearing in mind that they are-or ought to be viewed as-integral to Argentine social and cultural history. Jews in Argentina are not a ghettoized minority, but a strong and vibrant community whose interests and whose writings and art are woven into the very fabric of national culture, which would be impossible to comprehend were they withdrawn from it. Thus the double dynamic of thinking and feeling Jewish, but writing and speaking Argentine will constitute the foundation of the seminar.
The specific week-by-week outline will run as follows:
Week I -Arrival in Buenos Aires and tour of the city in general, but with specific emphasis on the Jewish institutions and communities. We will begin with a classroom discussion of Ricardo Feierstein's Historia de los judíos argentinos, a major treatise in Spanish on the Jews of Argentina, with emphasis on their cultural production in literature, academic studies, art, film, theater, and music.
We will then turn to Gerchuoff's aforementioned Los gauchos judios, which is a founding-while yet and Ricardo Feierstein's Mestizo (1988), which explores the overwhelming and often tragic dimensions of Jewish life during recent difficult political times. Buenos Aires is, like New York, a major theater venue, and we will also have the opportunity to attend as a group an important Jewish play along the lines of the hit of the current season, Eduardo Rovner's Volvió una noche (She Returned One Night). We will subsequently meet to discuss the ways in which the play interprets
Jewish experience, and we will invite the author and/or the director to be a part of this discussion.
The guiding theme of this week will be Jewish nostalgia, its historical roots, its function as a defining feature of Argentine Jewish life, and the ways in which some Jewish writers are addressing it and deconstructing it.
Part of the academic work of the seminar will be to attend sessions of the international meeting of the Latin American Jewish Studies Association, which will be held in Buenos Aires during July 2007. The exact locale and dates have yet to be set, but the meetings will fall within the period of the seminar. This will allow participants to meet and interact with major scholars from Europe and the Americas and to participate in the cultural events that will be a part of the meeting.
The applicant currently serves as President of the Latin American Jewish Studies Association.
Project Faculty and Staff
The seminar will be directed by and culture, outstanding participants from other appropriate academic disciplines will be given full consideration.
Institutional Context
The program will be held in Buenos Aires, one of the great cultural centers of Latin America.
We will use space in the hotel in which we will be staying, which is a comfortable family-style hotel in the old Jewish quarter, the Once, of Buenos Aires, within easy walking distance of many of the most important cultural institutions. By basing the program in this family-style hotel and using its conference room, we will be able to create more of a tight-knit cultural and intellectual community than would be possible in the typical rundown and unkempt facilities of an Argentine public university, unused to the notion of providing space (were it available) for outside programs.
Moreover, we would have the oldest Jewish quarter of the city, the vibrant area known as the Once, quite literally outside our hotel door. This will enable us to engage in many interesting walking tours Thus, participants will have a direct and daily contact with the most historical aspects of Jewish society and culture in Argentina.
Participants will have the opportunity to share a double room or have a private room if they so choose, and the hotel includes breakfast. Biweekly group lunches will be featured; and we will likely do some dinners together (all such meals will be paid for by the participants themselves; at least one dinner will be hosted by the Director). Otherwise, participants are on their own for remaining meals.
Buenos Aires is a particularly propitious locale for such a program, especially by contrast to other major Jewish centers like Mexico City and São Paulo. Where Mexico City is beset by problems of pollution, Buenos Aires is relatively pollution free, and where São Paulo presents major security issues, Buenos Aires remains, with proper precautions, one of the safest large urban centers in the world; to be sure, Mexico City also has problems of security, and São Paulo also suffers from serious air pollution. Because Buenos Aires is on a major river estuary and is essentially flat, with few heavy industries, there is little occasion for pollution concentrations. Moreover, as an essentially flat city it is easy to walk, and public transportation (both buses and the continent's first subway system) is firstrate and cabs are cheap. The city is noted for its broad avenues and its many green spaces, including several lovely parks. Café culture is a national institution in Buenos Aires, and restaurants are abundant and quite inexpensive. But perhaps the city is most famous for its legendary bookstores.
Moreover, as one of the great theater capitals of Latin America, a vibrant film production, and a virtual craze over any form of music, the city offers extensive opportunities for attendance at cultural programs. Many lectures are offered each evening, and art galleries abound. There are also many important museums, such as the MALBA (Buenos Aires Museum of Latin American Art), now reputed to be one of the finest in all of Latin America). We will spend much time walking the city and seeking out these establishments and cultural venues, many of which are an integral part of the Jewish presence in the city: for example, the owners of the fabled El Ateneo bookstore (whose most visited branch is located on the premises of a former plush art-deco movie house) are Jewish (the Grunenstein group), while the Librerías Santa Fe chain of bookstore is also Jewish (Rubén Aisemberg). The Jewish presence is also felt in daily cultural phenomena such as the widely read morning paper Página 12 (whose founding owner is Fernando Sokolowicz), while one of the major cultural institutions, Fundación Kónex, is endowed by a Jewish industrialist, Luis Orsejevich. Adrián Suar is one of the city's most important film and television producers, continuing the very visible historic involvement of Jews in the entertainment industry.
Finally, because Buenos Aires is such a user-friendly city, it will enable participants to explore the city on their own and make appropriate contacts for their research/curricular projects.
Because most Buenos Aires intellectuals and artists are well aware of the vast geographic distance that separates them from their urban models of New York, London, and Paris, they are usually quite receptive to approaches from foreign scholars!
Dissemination and Evaluation
The seminar director will meet weekly, on Tuesday, with each of the seminar participants to discuss individual research projects; this will also be an opportunity to discuss the participation of each individual in the four weekly group meetings. At the end of the seminar, the director, along with two members of the selection committee, will evaluate the final research projects of each participant and prepare a written evaluation. Participants will evaluate the seminar in writing at three points: after one week, after the scheduled three weeks, and after six months.
Submission will be encouraged of research work resulting from the seminar that meet the standards for research publication to Chasqui; revista de literatura latinoamericana or other similar publications. One of the mentoring goals of the seminar will be to work individually with participants on their professional research, which may involve specifically Jewish topics or-in the spirit of the seminar as a cultural case study-apply the work of the seminar to other immigrant groups in Argentina or to Jewish groups elsewhere in Latin America. Individual projects might involve revising already written work, such a dissertation, seminar papers, or drafts of new work; for others it may mean assisting them in beginning to put together a research project. For those who already have a background in Argentine studies, Jewish culture, and/or Latin American literature, this will mean working with them on their already established research interests. In the case of participants who come from other areas of Latin American studies such as anthropology, history, sociology, art history, and the like, it will mean exploring a dimension of Argentine culture that could be incorporated into their work. In every case, the Jewish emphasis of the seminar will predominate.
As a courtesy to those participants who choose to submit completed research after the close of the seminar, a professional evaluation will be provided of their essays.
Finally, we will create an e-mail list serve and a web site to encourage subsequent com munication among members of the seminar and to provide a forum for a wider-audience discussion of Jewish pedagogical and research approaches to urban cultural issues (it may be possible to attach this function to the regular website of LAJSA, the Latin American Jewish Studies Association).
Participants will be provided information through these two forums toward participation in appropriate scholarly meetings such as LAJSA, the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese, the Modern Language Association, the Latin American Studies Association, and various regional affiliates (e.g., in the geographical region of Arizona, the Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association). Moreover, a web site will be created prior to the seminar that will contain essential cultural information about Argentina, Buenos Aires, and Jewish culture.
Full information will be provided for participants about travel to and arrival in Buenos Aires, as well as transportation to our hotel base. Additionally, information will also be provided about various details relating to day-to-day personal needs and getting around the city. This will include, certainly, information that will enable participants to take full advantage of the vast culture Buenos Aires has to offer, while yet maintaining a high level of personal security and physical and psychological comfort.
